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Towards a socialist America 
One of the most difficult questions for 

any organization Is how to determine 
priorities, allocate resources. Over the 
years In NAM, this Issue has taken many 
forms, sometimes at the level of abstract 
debate, sometimes at the level of very 
concrete concerns. 

This year our National Convention has 
raised the question of whether MoVINGON 
-In Its present form-should continue to 
publish. Some people wondered whether 
the magazine has a sufficiently wide dis· 
trtbutlon to justify Its cost In flnanclal terms 
or national staff time. Others argued that 
there are already a wide variety of pub-
lications on the left and that MO does 
not have a special role to play. 

Other alternatives being considered 
are a bl-monthly edition of MO, the publl· 
cation of a magazine that Is more orient· 
ed toward NAM's own work and concerns. 
or the wider distribution (and more judf.. 
clous editing) of NAM's Internal Discus-
sion Bulletin. 

Those of us who have been associated 
with MOVING ON believe that It has been 
vital In giving people outside the organ-
ization a sense of what NAM Is about. 
Both the style of Its articles and the con-
cerns It has addressed have served to 
Illustrate our unique position on the spec-
trum of the American left. 

We also believe that there are few-If 
any-other publications on the left that 
have consistently presented so many 
articles that are both polltlcally stlmulat· 
Ing and easily accessible. 

But "belief' ls not enough, In this case. 
The decision whether or not to continue 
publication will depend In large 
measure on the kind of feedback that 
we get from our readers. Do you feet that 
MOVING ON Is a valuable publlcatlon? Is It 
an Important aspect of NAM's work? 

These questions will be discussed In 
NAM chapters across the country over 
the next two months In preparation for 
our National Council meeting In early 
winter. But we are also partlcularty Inter· 
ested In the views of those who aren't In 
chapters-at-large and associate mem-
bers and those readers who aren't NAM 
members. I'd like to encourage all of our 
readers-but especially those who aren't 
In NAM chapters-to take a few minutes 
to send us your views on the magazine 
and the Issues raised here. 
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Getting the Lead Out ~-" 
by Rich Carlson 

U NLEADED GASOLINE, THE 
demand for which has grown 
by more than 20 percent in each 

of the last two years, has been in the 
tightest supply during the recent gaso-
line crisis. This shortage was caused by 
a bottleneck in the ability of the refin-
ing industry to boost the octane level of 
unleaded gasoline, rather than by any 
real or administered shortage of crude 
oil. The demand for unleaded will con-
tinue to grow rapidly for the next few 
years, exacerbating the mounting oc-
tane shortage in the face of petroleum 
industry efforts to thwart environment-
al and energy conservation efforts. 

Rich Carlson is a Research Associate at 
the Center for the Biology of Natural 
Systems. An earlier version of this ar-
ticle was prepared with the assistance 
of Robert Scott. 

the truth 
behind the 
gas crisis 

Several types of evidence illustrate 
this point. During the first half of this 
year stocks of unleaded gasoline fell to 
dangerously low levels-16-18 days of 
supply-while stocks of leaded gas re-
mained at normal levels-22-24 days 
of supply. Normally, enough gasoline 
is held in stocks to meet consumption 
for about 20-24 days. The fact that un-
leaded stocks fell to the 16-day level is 

particularly dangerous because gaso-
line stocks are normally built up at this 
point in the year, and because demand 
for unleaded is rising very rapidly. 

The rate of change-over from leaded 
to unleaded gas can be quite accurate-
ly predicted from the sales of new ve-
hicles and the expected increase in 
total gasoline demand. Comparing the 
expected demand for gasoline in the 
first three months of 1979 to the same 
period in 1978, we see that demand for 
unleaded gas was expected to grow by 
more than 26 percent, while leaded de-
mand should have fallen by 7 percent, 
resulting in an incease of 1.5 percent in 
total gasoline use. 

Total gasoline consumption increased 
in the first quarter of 1979 by 3.9 per-
cent-substantially more than the pro-
jected demand. The supply of unleaded 
grew 3.5 percent less than expected, 
w.hile the supply of leaded gas did not 
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fall as fast as the prediction. The slight-
ly higher proportion of leaded gasoline 
may be due to the greater than expected 
sales of light trucks and vans, which 
run on leaded gasoline. 

However, the subsequent four months 
of 1979-the period of long gas lines-
show a much more dramatic drop in 
unleaded than in leaded gasoline supply 
relative to expected demand. The short-
age in unleaded was.15.2 percent, while 
the shortage in leaded gasoline was only 
7. 5 percent. 

Basically, the inability to produce un-
leaded gasoline is at the heart of the 
present gasoline shortages. It is caused 
by the inability of the present oil refin-
ing system to produce the high-octane 
ga~oline needed to achieve the transi-
tion from leaded to unleaded gasoline. 
One of the basic steps in gasoline pro-
duction is the increase of octane far 
above the levels found in natural gaso-
line refined from crude oil. Additional 
refining of straight run gasoline has al-
ways be~n necessary in order to make 
a product useable for automobiles. As 
the octane number of refined gasoline 
increased, it becomes more and more 
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expensive to attain the next higher oc-
tane level. For the past 50 years, ref in-
ers have found that the use of lead to 
add the final 6-10 octane points in gaso-
line is more economical than additional 
secondary refining. 

Lead is now being phased out of gas-
oline due to the use of catalytic con-
verters on U.S. autos since 1976. The 
Environmental Protection Agency is re-
quiring this phase-out because only half 
a tank of leaded gasoline in a car with 
a converter will ruin the device and be-
cause the presence of lead in the envir-
onment is a health hazard. The octane 
bottleneck has been created because re-
finers have failed to build sufficient re-
fining capacity to meet the need for 
higher-octane unleaded gasoline. 

Questionable shortage 
The problem is compounded by the fact 
that U.S. refineries have not been oper-
ating at anywhere near peak capacity 
level. Refinery runs averaged 85. 7 per-
cent of capacity in both the January to 
March and April to July periods of this 
year compared to a normal factor of 
90 percent. Government and industry 

officials claim that underutilization of 
capacity is caused by a world-wide short-
of crude oil. For example, John OT.eary, 
Deputy Secretary of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy (DOE) blames the na-
tion's current problems "on the curtail-
ment of Iranian production." 

But, in reality , the shortage is not the 
result of any worldwide production 
deficit. Rather, it results from Depart-
ment of Energy directives to refiners 
which, early in the year, were urging 
them to "shun spot cargoes of oil so as 
to not bid up prices." Although this prac-
tice has been abandoned in the wake of 
consumer outrage over shortages, its 
impact is still being felt. In addition, 
the fact that total world oil production 
in the first half of this year is up 4.6 per-
cent from last year while crude imports 
to the United States have risen 6.1 per-
cent this year deflates the claim of a 
crude shortage. 

The oil refiners have attempted to 
meet the rising demand for non-lead 
octane improvement by using other 
types of additives, such as . MMT (a 
manganese-based compound.) Although 
MMT was banned as hazardous to hu-
man health and damaging to new cars' 
catalytic converters, the oil companies 
have successfully pressured the U.S. gov-
ernment into allowing its use (on a tem-
porary basis) in order to increase the 
production of unleaded fuels. In addi-
tion, they have pushed to be able to in-
crease the amount of lead used in regu-
lar , leaded gasoline since this will al-
low them to skew their secondary re-
fining capacity towards the production 
of more unleaded fuels. 

The failure of the oil industry to 
meet current requirements for unlead-
ed gasoline is clearly the result of a con-
scious decision to resist adapting to a 
changing regulatory environment and 
gasoline market. A 19"19 study done by 
Bonner & More Associates for the EPA 
demonstrated that the oil industry had 
the technical and economic ability to 
add the necessary secondary refining 
capacity (for expanding and upgrading 
the gasoline component of crude oil) 
within 2-3 years to meet the 1979 lead 
standard of 0.5 grams per gallon. 



n appears that the 
strategy of 1he 
refining industry for 
meeting octane 
demand in the future is 
built around continuing 
gasoline shortage. 

But the capacity has n'1t been added, 
and as a result, a no-lead octane short-
age has developed. It is , in a word, a 
sellers' market for gasoline. Former Sec-
retary of Energy Schlesinger recently ad-
mitted this when he decided that the 
government did not have the power to 
force the oil companies to refine more 
gasoline. 

Limited capacity 
Had the refiners accepted the lead phase-
out, they could have built more second-
ary refinery capacity. Existing refiner-
ies, however, have only limited ability 
to increase octane above present levels, 
and often a limit is reached between 80-
85 octane. Beyond this range, every one 
point increase in octane level results in 
roughly a one percent decreaSf! in gaso-

line output since some hydrocarbons 
are converted into other fuels, such as 
propane or butane with the more "se-
vere" (higher temperature) refining. 
Expanding refinery capacity is not 
overly capital expensive-about $2 bil-
lion for each octane point per gallon 
added to the gasoline pool. But it is ex-
pensive in its lower output of gasoline 
and higher energy consumption. 

The current construction plans of the 
oil refining companies will hold the 
gap between primary and secondary 
(gasoline) refining capacity constant 
for the next decade. These changes will 
not be adequate to meet the demand for 
non-lead octane improvement for sev-
eral reasons. First, the phase-out of lead 
will virtually be completed by 1990, 
significantly reducing the supply of oc-
tane-boosting additives. 

Second, automobile fuel efficiency 
will be increasing throughout the 1980' s 
as a result of DOE regulations mandat-
ed by Congress in the Energy Policy 
and Conservation Act. In order to meet 
these regulations the auto manuf actur-
ers are planning to build cars with 
higher compression ratio engines 
which will require a higher level of gas-
oline to prevent engine knock. 

It appears that the strategy of the re-
fining industry for meeting octane de-
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mand in the future is built around con-
tinuing gasoline shortages. The current 
shortage has been used to obtain waiv-
ers from the government to allow the 
use of more lead and to reintroduce ad-
ditive compounds that had previously 
been banned for health reasons. The 
pattern of induced shortages and con-
commitant demands for lowered envi-
ronmental standards may prove to be a 
long-term industry strategy for the 
coming decade. 

Existing limitations on lead and MMT 
have already caused refiners to turn to 
a second octane-boosting strategy, the 
use of petroleum-based octane additives, 
such as MTBE (methyl tertiary butyl 
ether) and TBA (tertiary butyl alcohol), 
both approved by EPA. Aside from the 
fact that they are expensive to produce, 
both of these additives are bound to rise 
in price as petroleum becomes scarcer. 
They do not increase total energy sup-
ply or augment the transition to an en-
ergy system based on renewable solar 
fuels. Furthermore, production capacity 
for both of these additives is very small 
and will be slow to expand, even though 
a maximum allowable seven percent 
blend is needed to boost octane.by just 
2-3 points. 

Ethanol 
There is a solution to this gasoline 
crunch, however. Ethanol from grain 
and sugar crops can help solve the grow-
ing octane shortage because it allows 
crude oil imports to be reduced, in ad-
dition to raising the octane level of the 
fuel. Ethanol derives much of its pres-
ent value from its octane enhancement 
ability: blended at a 10 percent level 
with gasoline, ethanol raises the octane 
of the fuel mixture by 3.0-3.5 points 
over that of the base gasoline, accord-
ing to DOE tests. Used initially in low 
c9ncentrations, ethanol will have an 
octane credit of at least $.30/gallon over 
its fuel value, based on a value of $.0 l 
per octane point credit for ethanol. 

Currently, the refinery gate price of 
regular unleaded gasoline is about 
$. 70/gallon, giving ethanol a market 
value of $1 .00/gallon when used in a 

continued on page 18 ... 
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by Tom Lonergan 

T HE NEW AMERICAN MOVEMENT's 
eighth National Convention was 
very much a "sign of the times." 

Born in the early l 970's on the political 
wave of the 1960's, NAM has been slow-
ly evolving a politics that can carry it 
into the I 980's. 

The 400 members and observers who 
gathered in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on 
August 8th through 12th found them-
selves summing up the lessons of a dec-
ade and taking some steps that would 
have been unthinkable in the organiza-
tion's early days. 

Debates on left unity, electoral poli-
tics and the Middle East are standard 
fare at most left gatherings, but at this 
Convention they took some surprising 
twists. 

NAM responded positively to an ini-
tiative from the Democratic Socialist 
Organizing Committee for exploration 
of common concerns. A special commit-
tee was mandated to foster joint work 
between the two organizations and to 
discuss their similarities and differences. 
A sometimes heated debate on electoral 
politics-once anathema to many por-
tions of NAM-produced a resolution 
that recognized the vital role of electoral 
activity in building a socialist move-
ment in America. Committing the or-
ganization to the development of an in-
dependent socialist party over the long 
term, the new resolution recognizes that 
for the present electoral participation 

Tom Lonergan is a newspaper reporter 
and member of Detroit NAM. 
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NAM 
Convention 

will take several forms, including par-
ticipation in certain progressive 
Democratic Party campaigns. It out-
lines guidelines for such involvement. 

The Middle East discussion-rooted 
in a year-long process among members 
of NAM's International Commission-
produced a thoughtful, clear and soph-
isticated analysis. The resolution em-
phasized the national rights of the Pal-
estinians and urged recognition of the 
PLO, while also supporting Israel's right 
to exist. It committed NAM to working 
with all forces struggling for a just sol-
ution in the Middle East. 

The convention was a "turning point" 
for NAM, according to national leader 
Roberta Lynch, who addressed a plenary 
session on "strategy and estimates." 

Lynch stressed that there is a world-
wide re-evaluation going on in the social-
ist movement and that NAM must be 
willing to be part of this process. She 
urged that the organization avoid 
making dogma out of such concepts as 
"socialist-feminism" or "self-actuali-
zation." 

Looking toward the 80's, Lynch em-
phasized the need for a national move-
ment that can pose realistic alternatives 
to the present social order. The begin-
nings of such a movement may be there, 
she noted, in such formations as the Pro-
gressive Alliance. "We have a responsi-
bility to help shape the directions such 
groupings take," she said. 

There is an urgent need to try to con-
ceptualize and popularize our socialist 
vision, Lynch continued. The develop-
ment of urban coalitions that can pose 
alternatives for the cities can further 
this process. Such coalitions, she said, 
can also "challenge existing power re-
lationships and unify blacks, whites and 

Latinos in a way that can concretely 
address racism." 

She concluded by noting that "Any 
course of action that moves us forward 
is going to involve risks." For NAM 
there is not now the historical risk of 
physical danger, but there is the risk of 
seeming reformist, of criticism from 
others on the left. We cannot progress 
unless we ae willing to take these risks, 
she stressed. 

The question of these risks was a ma-
jor element in the debate on relating to 
DSOC. Since DSOC approached NAM 
with a "possibility" of merger, the con-
vention debate often drifted towards 
the danger of a merger splitting NAM, 
even though none of the motions on the 
floor mentioned discussion of merger. 

Some members, primarily those or-
ganized as the August 7th Caucus, saw 
the DSOC overture as a drift to the right 
for NAM, often posing the debate be-
tween "reformist" DSOC and "revolu-
tionary" NAM. 

Focusing the debate on whether NAM 
should move "left" or "right," was a 
dangerous path, according to Stanley 
Aronowitz, of Irvine (Cal.) NAM. 

The question, Aronowitz said, was 
"are we going to begin to become a part 
of what can be a vital socialist move-
ment in the U.S.?" 

"Many look to NAM's left as if there 
is a mass movement of the left. There is 
none," Aronowitz said . "To look to the 
left is to look to extinction." 

But to talk to only one organization 
(DSOC) is sectarian, countered nation-
al leader Marilyn Katz. _·A. 1 also had 
to look toward, "developing a revolu-
tionary current" among activists in the 
anti-nuke movement, third world organ-
izations, trade union rank and file move-
ments and socialist-feminist groupings. 



The resolution that finally passed, 
however, did focus specifically on a dia-
logue with DSOC. It represented a rec-
ognition that such systematic and com-
radely interaction can not only help to 
clarify and influence the views of both 
organizations, but may also help to 
spark renewed debate and discussion 
throughout the non-sectarian left. 

While the debate on left unity-which 
became more of a "what part of the left 
to unite with" discussion-showed that 
some sharp differences exist in NAM, 
it also showed that there is room in the 
organization for a variety of views. 

And that is likely to remain a char-
acteristic of NAM as the organization 
moves towards building an American 
socialist movement. 

But issues don't remain stagnant in 
NAM because of its multi-tendency char-
acter. Take electoral politics for example. 

This convention marked a growing 
tactical flexibility around a number 
of questions relating to electoral work, 
including participation in certain 
campaigns within the Democratic Party. 
The resolution emphasized certain 
political considerations that must be 
taken into account before NAM mem-
bers get involved in any campaign 
work, however. 

While cautious about electoral activ-
ity, and realizing the level of partici-
pation varies widely among chapters, 
the agreement that electoral politics is 
an important arena for socialist work 
was somewhat of a milestone for the 
organization. 

Internally, a new maturity was re-
flected in a structural change of the 
national leadership body-the National u 
Interim Committee (NIC). The NIC ~ 
was abolished in favor of a National !l 
Council that will be composed of chap- ~ 
ter delegates and meet twice a year be- ~ 
tween conventions. In the interim, the ~ 
Political Committee will function as 
the main leadership body. 

New Political Committee members 
are Halli Lehrer (Baltimore), Bill Bar-
clay (San Diego), and Rick Kunnes (De-
troit). The National Council will provide 
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more direct links between chapters 
and the Political Committee (PC). 

A new national leadership was elect-
ed, unopposed, posing a continuing 
dilemma for NAM on how its leader-
ship can develop beyond administrators 
of the national office into political lead-
ers with more developed tasks like rep-
resenting the organization's positions 
and views among national mass move-
ment groupings. 

In addition to these major political 
and organizational decisions, the Con-
vention provided an important setting 
for the exchange of experiences and 
ideas in small groups. Over 40 work-
shops and educational sessions allowed 
NAM activists to explore topics rang-
ing from "women look back at union 
organizing in the '30's," to "solar 
strategy." 

There were opportunities to talk 
about socialist-feminist theory of sexu-
ality, the gas crisis, U.S.-Vietnam 
Friendship, the Mideast, gay liberation 
and electoral politics, women and work-
place organizing, as well as the nuts 
and bolts of building a NAM chapter. 

NAM's multi-tendency character has 
encouraged a wide range of activists 
to join and stick with the organization. 

Perhaps this is best shown via a re-
view of a convention agenda that in-
cluded films and slide shows ori urban 
displacement in. older cities, workplace 
safety, the intelligence network, repro-
ductive rights, good daycare and the 
anti-nuke movement. 

The five days of workshops allowed 
those in like occupations-teachers, law-
yers, social workers, public sector, cul-
tural and industrial workers, to spend 
a couple of hours sharing experiences. 

The workshops addressed both the 
personal and the political, a unique 
characteristic of NAM emanating from uo[ 
its socialist-feminist politics. Raising 

1 !l socia ist children was a workshop topic, X' 
as was reproductive rights in the work- ~ 
place, personal problems in chapter g 
life, culture as a political tool, the sue- ~ 
cessful state takeover by revolutionar- 2. 

ies in Nicaragua, .the continuing liber-
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ation struggle in South Africa, new ur-
ban coalitions and back home to "burn-
outs" among movement activists. 

Commissions on labor, energy, anti-
racism, health, international issues, so-
cialist-feminism and urban issues met 
to review what's been going on in other 
cities as well as to evaluate the commis-
sions to make them a more effective or-
ganizational tool. 

The Convention also demonstrated 
that the development of what old left 
veterans call "socialist family" has be-
gun to take hold among those who have 
helped develop NAM over the years. 

The cultural evening, featuring Kris-
tin Lems and Tim Vear of Champaign-
Urbana NAM, perhaps best displayed 
NAM's internal solidarity. Eight thou-
sand dollars was pledged by chapters 
and NAM members as a shot in the arm 
for the national office. And a special 
awards program included NAM 
members recognizing their comrades' 
achievements during the past year, from 
a council win for NAM member Mike 
Rotkin in Santa Cruz, Calif., to success-
ful fundraising for a socialist school in 
Detroit. 

Another late evening event that pro-
vided a different kind of stimulation 
was the presentation by the Conventjon's 
guest speaker, Barry Commoner. 

Commoner noted a vacuum in 
American politics, caused by the Repub-
lican and Democratic parties "literally 
abandoning politics. Unless the two 
parties are willing to question the basic 
precepts of capitalism," Commoner 
said, "they are not capable of discuss-
ing the issues of the day." 

The · vacuum, said Commoner, pro-
vides an "enormous opportunity and 
danger," because the right could move 
into it as well as the left. 

The Citizen's Party, of which Com-
moner is one of the primary organizers, 
plans to raise the issues the status quo 
politicians won't in the 1980 campaign 
-namely, citizens' control of the basic 
productive decisions of the country. 

Commoner invited NAM to partici-
pate in the new grouping, which will 
try to deliver an anti-corporate control 
message across the country. 

"We need a new party simply to bring 
the issue in the realm of democratic 
discussion," Commoner said. 

John Rossen, Susan Cohen, Stella Nowicki (Chicago) 



As the l 980's beckon a continuing 
decline in capitalist economic growth, 
the issue of who controls the resources 
and major decisions that affect people 
could move into the headlines and onto 
the TV screens. 

"It's now possible for the left to move 
in and say, 'We have an idea to solve 
problems of the national interest,"' 
added Commoner. 

For NAM, Commoner's invitation is 
another recognition of the organiza-
tion's relative stability and modest 
growth within a deeply fragmented new 
left. 

The Convention didn't take up the 
Citizens Party initiative, but the issue 
is to be addressed and debated pro and 
con throughout the organization over 
the coming months. 

Singing the Internationale 

In fact, the next year is likely to wit-
ness an intensification of political dis-
cussion throughout NAM. The 1980 
elections will pose sharply many of the 
questions tliat emerged in muted form 
in Milwaukee. Moreover, the dialogue 
with DSOC is likely to open up many 
areas that have never really been sys-
tematically examined within NAM. The 
August 7th Caucus has elected to con-
tinue as a "network" to try to formu-
late its views. And the new Political 
Committee has committed itself to fur-
thering political education and devel-
opment in the organization. 

Many of the issues facing NAM do 
not tend to surface in such debates, how-
ever. They include: the complicated 
problems faced in building and sustain-
ing chapter life; the question of how to 

photo by Scott van Osdol 

integrate socialist politics into effective 
popular organizing; and the urgent 
need for creative socialist theory and 
program that can address changing 
American realities. 

Without an approach to these issues, 
many of the fierce debates at the Con-
vention will fade into irrelevance. For 
no matter how "major" such battles 
may seem, they will not really take on 
meaning until NAM is able to extend 
its scope, influence, and presence. 

The organizdtion has decisively re-
jected a sectarian approach that would 
narrow the arenas in which it could 
participate. The task now is to move 
deliberately and vigorously toward 
new approaches that can broaden its 
understanding and practice. 
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by Ronald Aronson 

ERBERT MARCUSE DIED ON SUN-

H day, July 29, at the age of eighty-
one. My teacher at Brandeis Uni-

versity, Marcuse was one of the decisive 
influences in my personal and political 
development. I will deeply miss the 
beautiful old man who seemed to tower 
over us even when, standing next to him, 
we discovered he was just another frail 
mortal. In a typically half-comprehend-
ing editorial, the New York Times 
claimed that the shape of the New Left , 
and thus recent history, would have 
been different if not for Marcuse. True, 
but how did this septagenarian, Ger-
manic professor of the history of ideas 
and philosophy come to be so widely 
read and heard by the student 
movement that the media made him 
into one of our superstars? 

After all, Marcuse taught Plato and 
Aristotle, Kant and Hegel, taught them 
as a member of the tradition-as an 
equal (referring once to Plato as "the 
old man," I recall). His aristocratic bear-
ing and immersion in the Classical cul-
ture of the West seemed light-years from 
our deeply anti-authoritarian and often 
anti-intellectual politics. 

In the I 960's Marcuse legitimized us. 
As we broke with the conventional auth-
orities-the parents-all around us, no 
matter how minimally we understood 
his words, we found a message of con-
firmation from this caring but severe 
figure. One-Dimensional Man expressed 
how negative, how oppressive was this 

Active in Detroit NAM, Ronald Aron-
son is the author of jEAN-PAUL SARTRE, 
to appear this fall. 
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society that seemed so positive. It broke 
with the American end-of-ideology 
smugness intellectually as the Civil 
Rights movement broke with it politi-
cally. Marcuse gave philosophical and 
historical validation to our inarticulate 
yet explosive demand for a totally dif-
ferent vision. He made available to us 
a genuinely alternative intellectual cul-
ture, style of thought, and reservoir of 
ideas and writings. 

Child of the defeated German revolu-
tion, Marcuse studied with Heidegger 
and became associated with the Insti-
tute for Social Research in Frankfort in 
the l 920's. As an exile from Nazi Ger-
many he published Reason and Revolu-
tion, on Hegel and the rise of Marxian 
theory, in 1940. His later books include 
Eros and Civilization, Soviet Marxism, 

One-Dimensional Man , An Essay on 
Liberation, and, most recently, The Aes-
thetic Dimension. 

These books move in two fundament-
al directions at once: forward towards 
a radical vision of liberation, by reach-
ing back and incorporating and build-
ing on major strands of Western thought 
and literature. Our enterprise, Marcuse 
is saying, is part of the very meaning and 
movement of W estem history, and is 
supported by its great cultural currents. 
Eros and Civilization, which I person-
ally consider to be his most important 
work-and must reading for all of us-
accepts the essential validity of 
Freudian theory and then struggles with 
it to locate, in its tensions and weakness-
es, the space for a truty liberating, not 
resigned, vision of human possibility. 



This Marxian study of Freud immerses 
itself in the pain of daily life, but builds 
tools which help us to seriously and sys-
tematically conceptualize a land of 
milk and honey. 

Liberation as affirmation 
Going from work to work demands 
that, if we are to understand Marcuse, 
we must think dialectically. Not dialec-
tics as recipe, but as the only appropri-
ate way of grasping a reality in which 
the oppressive whole unites negative 
and positive features. In Marcuse's 
hands dialectics is also a style of thought 
in which we see connections, as well as 
trying to understand how the larger so-
ciety produces or conditions its many 
localized expressions. 

Perhaps most important is the utter 
freshness and uncompromisingly 
radical quality of Marcuse's vision of 
liberation. For the first time in history 
a world is now possible-indeed, even 
urgently necessary if we are to avoid 
catastrophe-in which humans can be 
happy. Liberation is the "affirmation," 
as he put it in An Essay on Liberation, 
"of the right to build a society in which 
the abolition of poverty and toil termi-
nates in a universe where the sensuous, 
the playful, the calm, and the beautiful 
become forms of existence and thereby 
the Form of the society itself." 

So grounded in classical culture, his 
thought pushed to the limits a sensitiv-
ity to new trends emerging in the Move-
ment. For example, there was his hope 
that one of the major contributions of 
the women's movement to the struggle 
for a•new society might be the femini-
zation of men and the whole social ap-
paratus-in other words, in the subver-
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sion of the traditional masculinity and 
creation of new social forms and new 
human beings. 

I hope these remarks suggest to some 
of us and recall to others why Herbert 
Marcuse became such a vital force in 
the l 960's and early l 970's. But, as the 
Times pointed out , his influence has 
waned notably since. Is it because, as 
the Times asserted, his vision was fund-
amentally flawed? Marcuse would be 

Perhaps most 
important is the 
utter freshness and 
uncompromisingly 
radical quality 
of Marcuse's vision 
of liberation. 

the first to point for explanation to the 
waning of the Movement, as well as 
the partial absorption of his insights. 
But only partial. If we are sad that he is 
gone, we can be grateful that he left us 
so much, so many works that can give 
us illumination for decades to come. 
We in NAM have a special obligation 

to learn, preserve, make known and ex-
tend the thought of Herbert Marcuse. 
If his heritage belongs to any group on 
the left it is NAM. First because of our 

commitment to socialism as human lib-
eration-reflected most tellingly in our 
commitment to Socialist Feminism 
Gay Liberation, and integrating the per-
sonal and the political, not as tactics but 
as the heart of our approach to political 
struggle. Also , because we use 
Marxism not as orthodox doctrine but 
as tool to explore, wherever it leads us, 
the state of our social life and the con-
ditions for change. Marcuse leaves us 
with a model of how to remain Marx-
ists and revolutionaries while not being 
threatened by , but rather drawing 
from and using, the best c.~the intellec-
tual and cultural world. 

Finally, he shared with us our place 
on the political spectrum. The impos-
sible task for socialists today is to keep 
our feet firmly planted in the real world 
of daily struggles and our hearts and 
imaginations focussed on our vision of 
socialist liberation . Comrades on one 
side of the spectrum tend to lose the vi-
sion and become cynical and what they 
call "realistic"; comrades on the other 
side tend to lose contact with the real 
world as they find refuge in Marxist 
certainties and doctrine. NAM , like 
Marcuse, situates itself exactly at the 
point of greatest tension, willing to give 
up neither the vision nor our sense of 
reality. 

In spirit , Marcuse was one of us. The 
old man would probably say that the 
proper celebration of his death would 
be to forget him by approriating his 
work to our own work and lives. Oor 
best goodbye to Herbert Marcuse would 
be to return to him for a new hello. 
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by Diane Avila 

M UJERES BEGAN SIX YEARS AGO 
out of a Midwest conference 
for Latina women. At the end 

of the conference women decided that 
their mission was to go back to their in-
dividual communities and to organize 
for the women there, to get together be-
hind whatever they wanted and achieve 
those goals. And that's how Mujeres 
started. 

It began as a group of women who 
met once a week wherever anybody 
would give us space. And slowly, after 
that, there was enough money to rent a 
storefront. Then, for about a year and 
a half, it was a disco a month to pay 
the rent. Now we have our building, as 
well as a shelter for runaway teenagers 
and a co-op. So, we've come a long 
way. 

I've not been with the organization 
for the six years, but I wanted to tell 
you a little bit of my personal story be-
cause I think that my story proves that 
Mujeres has been effective and it por-
trays the types of things that Mujeres 
tries to accomplish. 

I walked into Mujeres about three 
years ago. I had a daughter who was 
about a year old and I didn't like the 
way I had been treated at the hospital 
when she was born. I didn't have any 
money, but I didn't want to go to County 
Hospital because people had scared me 
about the way they treated you . 

So I did anything I could to get enough 
money to pay for the baby. But my treat-
ment while I was in labor and delivery, 
as well as what happened to my daugh-
ter afterwards, really got me very angry, 

Diane Avila is a member of Mujeres 
Latinas en Accion, based in the Pilsen 
neighborhood of Chicago. (MOVING ON. 3/ 79). This article is excerpted from 
a talk she presented at NAM's National 
Convention on a panel on "Minority 
Women and Feminism." 
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very upset. I set out to talk to other wom-
en to see if they had the same types of 
experiences. They turned me on to more 
women and to books and articles that 
had been writeen around the area of 
childbirth. That was my beginning. I 
designed a program of prenatal educa-
tion for women that included all the 
things that nobody ever told me about. 

Every day as I went to see my mother, 
I would pass a sign that said "Mujeres 
Latinas en Accion Drop-In Center." 
And it was just something you see, like 
whenever you ride the bus, you become 
familiar with street signs and trees or a 
certain house or a gas station. Well, I 
was becoming familiar with this sign. 
So one day I got up enough nerve to 
walk in. And I said, this is what I have, 
it is for women and you can have it if 
you would please do it, because we 
really need it. They said, well, come to 
our next meeting. I was scared, because 
I didn't know what was going on, but I 
went. They talked to me about what 
they were doing, and they seemed in-
terested in doing the things I was talk-
ing about, but they didn't have any staff 
person. They said, "Well , if you think 
that we really need it, then you do it." 

That bowled me over. But I did it . I 
arranged to have my husband stay with 
my daughter in the evenings, and I be-
gan a class of about I 0 women. And I 
did a lost of visiting because it was win-
tertime. After about the sixth or seventh 
week, some of the women couldn't 
come because it was too cold or too 
near their term. But all in all, it was 
pretty successful. 

At the time my husband wasn't work-
ing and we were on welfare. I was get-
ting an attitude about being on welfare 
because things were beginning to be a 
little too easy, and I think I was devel-
oping sort of a get-over mentality, which 
was not healthy for myself or my chil-
dren. So I took the job and I got off 
welfare. 

After that, I developed another pro-
gram which would get information out 
of women before they got pregnant. It 

Diane A vi la and daughter 

Mu' 
One 

centered on sexuality and birth control 
as well as taking care of your own body . 
The textbook that I used was Our Bodies, 
Our Selves. Shortly thereafter, we be-
came a distributor for the book in Span-
ish. We had arrangements with the 
Spanish bookstores to sell them without 
making any profit, so we could reach 
women who may not walk into Mujeres. 
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New growth 
Since then, I've done a number of other 
things at Mujeres. And I've been grow-
ing along the way and · taking other 
women with me and I feel real good 
about that. The classes that I taught 
were offered in the community high 
schools, even though I don't have a col-
lege degree and should not , according 

to the Board of Education, be allowed 
in these places. 

The thing that was sort of ironic was 
that the first school where they let me 
in was a Catholic school. It was a wom-
en's school, and working there gave me 
new ideas about what the term "wom-
en's school" meant. 

The students felt really good about 
their teachers . Their teachers felt good 

about the students. However , there was 
one thing missing in this attempt to 
reach out to students-almost all the 
teachers and counselors were white. 
When they tried to address women 's is-
sues, the students just didn't want to 
hear it because the teachers were white. 
It was really necessary for them to hear 
it from their sister, from someone who 
grew up where they grew, who lived a 
block away from their school, who they 
saw in the streets, who went to a Cath-
olic high school too. Everything just fit 
in so well and the year that I spent there 
was just great. Some of my old studnets 
come to Mujeres now for activities. 

Even though I can reach one woman 
in a class, I know that she can reach 
three or four other women , because the 
family is very important in my commun-
ity. I have mixed feelings about that, 
because family gives a sense of support. 
It really helps you out and it's all you 
have when everything else is against 
you. And yet, I feel that the structure of 
this very same family has been so op-
pressive to women. 

Mujeres has decided to work within 
the structure of the family , and the fam-
ily is very important to us. I use the fam-
ily in reaching women. I think that there 
is a bond between mothers and daugh-
ters and sisters and aunts and grand-
mothers and great-grandmothers and 
we talk about the relationships a lot. 
When I tell women things that may seem 
strange or different from the things that 
their mothers have told them, we talk 
about those differences, and we 
encourage the women to talk about 
those differences with the relative that 
is in question. We don't want to disrupt 
this bond because the bonds between 
women are very important. 

The family has been somewhat of a 
problem in dealing with battered wom-
en. Because although we are definitely 
in support of the family, when the fam-
ily system is so oppressive or hurts so 
much, we have to put the woman first. 
We are that woman and we have to be 
first. 
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The Long View 

Alluvione Rosa 
by Martin and Sally Chancey 

C ITIZENS OF FLORD\CE BOAST 
that theirs is the city of such 
giants as Dante, ~Iichelangelo, 

Da Vinci, as well as the 'populo min-
uto' -the little people. In fact. it has be-
come a model of participaton· demo-
cracy. 

It was not always so. It began to hap-
pen only a few years ago. and can be 
explained in part-but not entirely-
by the advent of a Communist admin-
istration. Rome, too, voted Communist 
about the same time, but didn't exper-
ience the same transformation. In fact, 
Rome's Communist officials complain 
that they have hardly made a dent in 
the vast bureaucracy inherited from the 
Christian Democrats (DC). 

The difference between Forence and 
Rome can be explained in one word-
alluvione-the flood. 

The dramatic events that resulted in 
Florence's great transformation were 
recounted to us by one of its important 
participants, Dominichett i Sandro, 
president of the 7th Consiglio de Quar-
tiere (neighborhood council), and some 
of his co-workers whom we met last sum-
mer at the Civic Center. 

Martin Chancey is a longtime left 
activist, teacher, and writer. Sally 
Chancey has been active in various 
aspects of the labor, peace and women's 
movements for three decades. They 
are associate members of NAM in 
San Diego . 

Florence and the Flood 
Florence, long a center of middle-

class shopkeepers, artisans and tourism, 
held out as a DC stronghold long after 
the rest of the Tuscany region went Com-
munist. But all this was changed by the 
"sea of trouble" that swept in on Nov. 
4, 1966. This was the fateful day when 
the River Arno overflowed its banks. 

The flood cut Florence off from the 
outside world. Food, drinking water, 
transport, lighting were all swept 
away and utter devastation was left in 
their wake. As water and oily mud rose 
several stories high, more than half the 
10,000 artisan shops were destroyed. 
The greatest loss of life and property 
was in the poorest neighborhoods. In 
Gavinana alone, 1600 people lost their 
homes; San Niccolo and other areas 
fared little better. 

Although Mayor Piero Bargellini knew 
for several days that the river was rising 
dangerously, the people were complete-
ly caught by surprise. And in the midst 
of the ensuing chaos, the mayor and en-
tire city administration were nowhere 
to be found. 

At first, the people were stunned. But 
with no signs of assistance from the out-
side, they soon realized that salvation 
was in their own hands. Led by the Com-
munists, with help from unionists and 
parish priests, the people fell back on 
their own resources, courage and 
teamwork, and began to dig themselves 
out. Before long, committees sprang up 
in 26 sections of the city. 

Soon the bigwigs began to arrive. 
When President Saragat arrived amid 
great flourish, the people booed and 

shouted, "Go home! Give us bread and 
water, not speeches!" Pope Paul came 
on Christmas Eve, and said, "We are 
come to weep and to hope with you," 
but the people replied, "What will we 
do with your tears?" When Premiere 
Aldo Moro was criticized in Parliament 
for not having visited the stricken city, 
he justified his absence by saying, "My 
14-year-old daughter is there helping 
save the books from the National Lib-
rary." 

Once relief supplies started coming 
from neighboring areas and abroad, the 
officialdom took over. They stopped 
food convoys, insisting on completion 
of forms in triplicate and payment of 
excise .taxes imposed on goods moving 
from one community to another. Truck-
loads destined for flood victims van-
ished, including a shipment from Can-
ada of 500 warm jackets which was 
appropriated by the police. 

Led by the 
Communists, with help 
from unionists and 
parish priests, the 
people fell back on 
their own resources, 
courage and teamwork 
and began to dig 
themselves out. 
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The returning city fathers soon found 
themselves facing large delegations of 
enraged citizens who stormed the Plaz-
zo Vecchio, demanding food, water, 
lights and housing allotments. When 
their most urgent needs were met, the 
struggle continued for long-neglected, 
pre-flood needs, such as housing, schools, 
health and day care centers. 

Self-confidence 
These were changed people. The form-
er deference and awe of authority was 
now replaced by a sense of self-confi-
dence and power. Gone was the blind 
faith in burueacracy. The people spoke 
up and demanded to be heard. There 
was also a new sense of political aware-
ness and compassion for suffering peo-
ple elsewhere, such as the earthquake 
victims at Beliece. When Hubert Hum-
phrey visited, he was met by demon-
strators demanding an end to U.S. bomb-
ing of North Vietnam. 

In mid- l 97 5, the city elections pro-
vided an opportunity to settle accounts 
with the corrupt DC bureaucrats. The 
Communist ticket headed by Elio Gab-
buggliani for mayor swept in , and a re-
markable discussion got underway on 
how to put together a new kind of city 
government that would put to good use 
a decade of great suffering and much 
learning. 

Among its first acts, the Municipal 
Assembly set up a Commission to launch 
citywide discussions on the restructur-
ing and decentralization of govern-
ment so as to achieve "the widest popu-
lar participation with the aim of chang-
ing the quality of life in a more humane 
city." From September to the follow-
ing May, Florence was caught up in a 
debate unparalled for its reach and pop-
ular excitement as the people tried to 
shape a government with a heart, which 
included the most advanced experiences 
from other cities. 

Sandro recalled the brilliant speech 
of Mayor Gabbuggiani at the close of 
the Municipal Assembly's debate on 
the Commission's final report. This 
speech, framed and hung in the Civic 
Center where we met, was translated 
in part for us by Sandro, as follows: 
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The mayor placed our city's efforts 
to achieve a truly responsive govern-
ment within the framework of our na-
tional aspirations for a decentralized , 
democratic society, rooted in the ideals 
of Marxists, Catholics, Liberals and 
Republicans. He went on to say that it 
is one thing to call for people's power, 
but it is much more difficult to work 
out the means by which large masses 
take direct part in shaping their lives. 
The direct vote is a necessary but not 
sufficient condition for participatory 
democracy. They key problem is to as-
sure the citizen a continuing role in 
government after he has cast his vote. 
And he concluded, "We don't intend to 
let this participation change to a formal 
exercise, rather we see it as the seeds of 
a new way of life, a new way of gov-
ernment." 

Sandro and his co-workers explained 
the new government set-up. Its center-
piece is the formation of Consigli de 
Quartiere (neighborhood councils). 
The city is divided into 14 zones, each 
headed by its CQ which operates not 
only within its respective zone but also 
on a citywide level. The CQ members 
are elected by direct vote and have dele-
gated, consultative and deliberative 
functions regarding all aspects of social 
and political life. Also, within each zone 
is a Peoples Assembly open to all who 
live, work or study within the area. The 
Assembly expresses opinions, makes pro-

posals, demands further information, 
and gives instructions to the CQ. 

To enable all citizens to parti<;;ipate, 
the CQ sets up committees within 
which are represented all forms of peo-
ple's organizations in the area-tenants, 
cultural, religious, recreational, etc. 
This greatly broadens the channels of 
participation and merges the formal 
government with all civic activists. 

To insure direct input from people, 
all known electoral devices are used, 
such as the initiative, referendum, and 
petition. By collecting a small number 
of signatures, citizens can call for spec-
ial inquiries to all levels of government, 
including the Municipal Assembly. 

Does it work? 
We told Sandro that it all sounded very 
impressive, but we wondered if it actu-
ally worked in real life. He was quite 
candid about certain difficulties and 
told us of efforts to perfect this arrange-
ment over the past three years. The im-
portant thing is that the people in his 
CQ believe in it and are determined to 
make it work. 

"Since you replaced the DC after a 
bitter struggle. how do you work with 
them and what of the other half dozen 
political parties?" we asked. 

"The Communist Party of Italy (PCI) 
works very closely with the Socialist 
Party," he replied, and as for the DC and 
six other parties, they made numerous 
amendments to the proposed democrat-
ic reforms, but in the final debate, the 
new approach was adopted unanimous-
ly, except for the MSI (Movement So-
cia le Italiano), the neo-fascist party. 
Obviously, such unity would have been 
impossible ten years ago. It shows that 
the views of the other parties change 
and grow with those of the mass of citi-
zens. 
Sandro continued, "Jn the 7th CQ we 

have 26,000 people and many large 
plants such as Fiat and Pignone. As you 
can see, our center is a beehive of activ-
ity all hours of the day and evening. 
Ten years ago, this did not exist. You 
can say that here, as in the other CQs, 
many hundreds, even thousands, of peo-
ple have come alive politically.0 
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Sandro and his fr iends 

show us that under the new ci 
istration, culture was no longer 
for the elite and the foreiw ~ourists , 
but belonged to all the people. They in-
vited us to a performance of Verdi's 
"Requiem" with Renata Scotto at one 
of the big churches. Admission was free 
and the church was packed. Sandro 
asked if we would mind leaving a few 
minutes before the end of the perform-
ance. When we got outside, he showed 
us about a dozen large television se 
surrounding the church, which the city 
provided so as to bring the 
performance to thousands of people 
who couldn't get seats inside. 

"You see," he said, "the people want 
not only bread but also roses." 
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Getting the Lead Out- conHnuedfmmpageS ... 

blend with gasoline. Many modern en-
ergy-efficient grain ethanol distillery 
designs are considered capable of pro-
ducing anhydrous ethanol for $ l .00/gal-
lon, net of high-protein feed byproduct 
revenue, and at grain prices somewhat 
above current levels. 

The phase-in of ethanol production 
is technically feasible without disrupt-
ing the food supply system. Beginning 
today, it would take until 1986 at the 
earliest to attain the l 0 percent ethanol/ 
90 percent gasoline mixture known as 
gasohol. Many analyses assume that 
the U.S. agricultural system is capable 
of producing only enough ethanol to 
reach the l 0 percent level. But by (I) 
fully utilizing surplus cropland, (2) mak-
ing full use of high protein feed by-prod-
ucts , and (3) growing new major crops 
such as sugar beets or sweet sorghum 
in place of soybeans, 35-50 billion gal-

"Pessimism of the mind, 
optimism of the will." 
-Antonio Gramsci 

Notecards from NAM 
with messages of 

revolutionary opti'mism 

Notecards & envelopes -10 for $2 .50 
blue/green; yellow/gold; white/white 
Postcards -$.25 each; 10 for $1.50 

blue; gold; gray 
Send for yours today! 

Add 10 percent for shipping 
Order from NAM, 3244 N. Clark St., 

ChicClgo, IL 60657 
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Ions of ethanol could be produced an-
nually without reducing domestic live-
stocks production or grain exports. This 
is equal to one-fourth to one-third of 
annual U.S. petroleum consumption 
and one-third to one-half of annual gas-
oline consumption for the next decade. 

By optimizing for both food and fuel 
output, agriculture can be restructured 
so that far greater energy production 
can eventually be obtained than by 
merely utilizing idle acres or crop resi-
dues for energy production. In addition, 
by the time only 10-20 percent of our 
gasoline needs are met by ethanol from 
agricultural crops in the next decade, 
new cellulose conversion technology is 
likely to be economically competitive, 
thereby greatly enlarging the potential 
feedstock supplies to include municipal 
solid wastes and forestry residues and 
limiting the price pressure on food. 

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS!! WIN 
Magazine seeks two new collec-
tive staff members. JOB #1 invol-
ves coordination of layout and de-
sign work. Knowledge of typeset-
ting or willingness to train would 
be useful. JOB #2 consists of daily 
bookkeeping and fundraising. All 
staff members make editorial deci-
sions and share in general office 
work. Exp. in writing, copy editing 
or promotion preferred but not re-
quired. Non-violent activists in la-
bor, community, gay, women's or 
Third World issues are encourag-
ed to apply. Salary: $100/wk; soon 
to be $125/wk. Write a letter des-
cribing yourself ASAP to: WIN Staff 
Search, 503 Atlantic Ave., Brook-
lyn, NY 11217. 

The barriers to rapid ethanol devel-
opment will not be technological or 
economic: ethanol production verges 
on being economically competitive to-
day without subsidy. The bottlenecks 
are likely to be lags in the manufacture 
of distillation equipment and in the 
training of ethanol plant operators, 
and a lack of coordination and plan-
ning among the agriculture, petroleum 
and automobile industries. 

The technology for producing ethan-
ol in a trouble-free, energy-efficient, 
and economic manner is available 
today. Clearly the national interest 
would best be served by the develop-
ment of this non-inflationary, renew-
able fuel. The major problem does not 
lie in feasibility or usefulness of this 
course, but in the reluctance of corpor-
ate interests to subordinate short-term 
profits to this longer-term need. 

Donald Shafter 
Associates, Inc. 
All forms of Insurance 

11 Grace Avenue 
Great Neck, NY 11021 

212-895-7005 
516-466-4642 



~ 
!l 

~ 
15 
:> 

~ -<7' 3 

~ 
!l 
X' 
~ g 
~ 

[ 
0 

!l 

~ 
< 
Q 
:> 

~ 
Rick Kunnes, National Secretary Halli Lehrer, Organizational Secretary Bill Barclay, Political Secretary 

NAM's New Political Committee 

''I'd like to see more chapter stability. We need to over-
come the gap between individuals becoming more sophisti-
cated activists and the lack of strong chapter structures. Even 
big chapters rely too much on a few key people," says Halli 
Lehrer about her goals as a .member of NAM's Political 
Committee. 

The Political Committee is NMvfs..highest leadership body. 
The three members are elected for one year terms by the 
national convention and serve full time in the National Of-
fice. This year, all three members of the Political Commit-
tee are new to the job. Besides Lehrer, who comes to Chicago 
from Baltimore NAM, the others are Bill Barclav from San 
Diego NAM and Rick Kunnes from Detroit NAM: 

Lehrer, a graphic artist, says her socialist-femjnism stems 
partly from her upbringing. "My parents taught my sisters 
and me to speak out against injustice; to have concern for oth-
ers and to respect ourselves as women. When I was older, 
and got exposed to oppressive situations, I was open to sys-
tematic thinking that would make me more able to deal with 
and understand them," she says. 

She was an anti-war activist in high school, and worked 
with a Welfare Rights community advocacy project in col-
lege. After college, she got a job giving architectural, plan-
ning and graphics advice to neighborhood groups. "Before 
that job, I saw the problems as lack of technical know-how. 
I learned there that what community groups lack is power 
to assert what they want." These conclusions led her to take 
a job as a neighborhood organizer. 

She was looking for analysis and found NAM's kind of 
socialism helped her understand the powerful forces faced 
by community groups and helped her to overcome her own 
political isolation. She became a chapter and regional lead-
er in ?\':\.\.f, and worked on statewide utilities organizing, help-
ing halt shutoffs of utilities for two winters in the state of 
Marvland. 

Ri~k Kunnes served two terms on NAM's National Inter-
im Committee and also headed NAM's Health Commission 
for three vears. He's the author of three books on health, 

~th and capitalism: Your Money or Your Life, The 
menam Heroin Empire, and Repression or Revolution. 

While a psychiatric resident in 1969, Kunnes burned his 
membership card in the American Medical Association. He 
dubbed it the "American Murder Association" for its com-
plicity in the high infant mortality rate and generally bad 
healthcare for the poor. A week later he was arrested for pro-
testing a 60% hike in Blue Cross rates. Kunnes and two oth-
ers disrupted the hearings by reading a list of victims of the 
hike into the record-the Manhattan telephone directory. 

He also helped to do research and testified in the U.S. Sen-
ate showing that Quaaludes are addictive and that major 
pharmaceutical firms were overmanufacturing the drug 
and allowing it to be cycled into street use in the early '70s. 

For the past three years he's been a member of Detroit 
NAM, and served on the chapter steering committee. He 
helped organize a union on his job and became the only physi-
cian member of AFSCME nationwide. 

"One of the main tasks this year is fighting against sectar-
ianism and isolation," says Kunnes . "We also need far more 

AM public presence-speaking, travelling and writing." 
Bill Barclay moves to Chicago with rave reviews from his 

former chapter, San Diego NAM. He is credited with trans-
forming the chapter into an active, varied and more politi-
cally sophisticated group in his two years there. He was on 
the chapter steering committee, convened the Campus Branch 
of the chapter, and represented his region on the Expanded 
National Interim Committee. He was also on the executive 
board of his American Federation of Teachers local while 
he taught sociology at San Diego State University . 

His main goal for NAM during his term is to help NAM 
"acquire a coherence at a chapter level as an organization, 
and to deepen our political commitment to dealing with 
American reality of the last quarter of the twentieth century." 

Born to a family of Goldwater Republicans, Barclay be-
came radicalized during the Civil Rights movement. He was 
active in Students for a Democratic Society for five years, 
and later joined NAM in Lansing, Michigan. 

Lehrer sums up the three's views on leadership: "We need 
to develop a conception of member and leader that's not 
alienated, that we can learn and grow from. We need people 
in every chapter thinking about the whole group and how 
people are developing," she says. 
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We Get Letters ... 
Losch's contribution 
I appreciated Ronald Aronson's review of 
Lasch's "The Culture of Narcissism". I gen-
erally found it to be the best critique of his 
last two books that I have found. Aronson's 
identification of the lack of social process 
and structural determinism is particularly 
important. Lasch certainly lacked a certain 
dialectical thesis on the social movements 
that undermined the family. 

The problem with Aronson 's review is that 
he ignored Lasch's best contribution to the 
debate on the family and culture: That the 
bourgeois family offered a "space" outside 
market or capitalist relations and that the 
log ic of capital expansion required the under-
min ing of that type of family relationship. 
Lasch's critique of the social movements 
(women's movement and the new Left) with-
in this context, is based on their inability to 
provide an alternative " space" for individuals 
to experience something outside market 
relations. 

Despite Lasch's nearly absurd lack of crit-
icism of the oppressive aspects of the family, 
he has offered more than a mood piece. His 
books raise many of the necessary questions 
for a theory of the family and personal devel-
opment, in creating a politic that creates a 
different social order. 
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David Welngrod 
Miiwaukee, WI 

Against Eurocommunism 
Judy McLean's article linking the New Amer-
ican Movement to Eurocommunism in the 
June issue of Mov1NG ON saddens me. I was 
hoping that in the next issue there would be 
several letters from NAM members outraged 
at the pro-Eurocommunist point of view ex-
pressed in the article. But I was disappoint-
ed. The only letter on this subject, written by 
Jerry Lombardi and Jan Stackhouse, was 
abusive and very poor. The single argument 
against Eurocommunism was that Santiago 
Carrillo crossed a picket line during a speak-
ing engagement a! Yale-a rather weak one. 
I feel there are many good reasons to reject 
Eurocommunism in favor of democratic 
socialism. 

Recently, the Eurocommunists have come 
to assert that only they represent the true 
socialist democratic parties in the world . 
But talk is cheap. Why should one believe 
their claims over that of the Communist 
parties of the Soviet Union, China, etc.? The 
only real test is in what these parties do, 
how they function, not what they say. 

If you examine the Eurocommunist parties 
you will find the same lack of permitted dis-
sent within. There are no arguments at the 
Party Congresses to speak of. Delegates to 
Congresses are not just simply elected from 
below, they have to be approved by the next 
higher circle of authority. Factions are not 
permitted; no one is permitted to publicly 
disagree with party doctrine. 

The Eurocommunist parties do not control 
the state and hence do not have the final, 
ultimate powers of the state to enforce as 
much discipline as they would like. Partici-
patory democracy in the party structure is a 
farce. Power flows down. Given state power, 
we have seen what this has led to in every 
single case-the totalitarian nightmare of 
the police state. 

Why should you believe the claims of 
democracy coming from the leaders of the 
Eurocommunist parties over that of the East 
European and Asian CP's? Because they say 
it more convincingly? Because they seem 
less militant an,d friendly? Don't be fooled. 
On the party level, structurally, the Euro-
communist parties are no different than any 
other kind of communism. It is a warped be-
yond recognition form of socialism. 

I believe you can f ind people who believe 
in democratic socialism, social democracy, 
and communism in all the left-wing parties 
of Western Europe. Clearly, democratic so-
cialism is the majority ideology in the French, 
Italian, and Spanish Socialist parties. Why 
not support the left wing of these parties, 
who are in fact in the majority within them? 
Why support the Eurocommunist parties 
who are clearly dominated by Leninists, not 
democratic socialists? 

Do you support the Eurocommunist parties 
over the Socialist ones because they appear 
more militant? In the first case, this Is not 
always true. The present Spanish Socialist 
Workers' party is putting forward much 
more militant demands than the Spanish 
Communist party. If the French and Italian 
SP's don't seem as mil itant as their respec-
tive CP's, you must remember, being truly 
democratic organ izations they do contain a 
number of people who are less militant, who 
are reformist and social democratic, and do 
have the democratic power in the party to 
shape policy. In a real democracy, that kind 
of thing is bound to happen. 

But authoritarianism and militancy do not 
always necessarily go together. I believe it 
is possible to be democratic and extremely 
revolutionary. 

I will support democratic socialists in any 
party, in any country. But I will only support 
those political parties in which democratic 
socialists are in a majority, or at least have a 
fair chance of becoming a majority. If NAM 
wants to support undemocratically struc-
tured parties like the Eurocommunists, I am 
afraid I will not be able to remain a member. 

Donald F. Busky 
Phlladelphla, PA 



Helpful framework 
The two articles on energy in the June issue 
of Mov1NG ON provide a helpful framework 
for the national debate on energy alterna-
tives. Unfortunately, both articles were 
lacking. 

In the article, "Cheapest Is Best," authors 
Luria and Price handicap themselves by limit-
ing their vision to the alternatives posed by 
bourgeois economics. They take little note 
of the opportunities that could be made avail-
able through political struggle. To argue 
against labor intensive industry because of 
the threat they present to workers' living 
standards is to accept one of the worst fea-
tures of the capitalist system. This short-
sighted view does not point to arenas for 
mass action which might open up the possi-
bilities for real change. 

A problem with all single issue approaches 
is that success often increases the need of 
Capital to transfer its exploitation to other 
arenas. Socialist-Feminist analysis shou ld 
always break through the limits of single is-
sues and lay bare the connections between 
related struggles. There would have been no 
problem with the Luria-Price piece if, for 
example, they concluded that a switch to 
labor intensive energy production would 
require an all-out effort to ensure the union-
ization of these new industries. 

The article by Rhys Scholes also did not 
go far enough in its attempts to explain the 
contradictions between a capitalist economy 
and a rational, democratic, energy policy. 
While the article does name Socialist-Fem-
inism as an alternative, and provides some 
good examples of how capitalism fosters 
alienation, it is not as strong as it could 
have been in explaining that capitalism by 
its YefY nature reproduces the alienation of 
wor1ters from the products of their creation. 
Socialism alone cannot guarantee the dis-
solution of alienation, but it does provide 
the potential. 

Showing t he incompatibility of capitalism 
and decentralized energy is important. So-
cialists should confront the ascendancy of 
libertarian ideo+ogy which asserts that small 
scale ,production is possible under capi-
tali 

Glen Lazot 
Santa Barbara, CA 

Join an activist 
organization 
for socialists! 

Some people ae worl<ng vefY had these days. The cor-
porate elite who run GM EXXON. ITT and more have a lot 
to do·'-1st keeping up tta profit mcrgins. But they don't 
~est there. They WOf'k overtrne for even bigger stakes-
the Mure of capitalism. 

We're 'M'.>rking for racial and sexud equality. better hous-
ing. decent hecith cae. But what about our Mlle? We 
too need a long range vision. As the corporate elite 
makes plans to preserve capitalism. we need to make 
plans to end it. 

The New American Movement is a socic*t organza-
tion that WOf'ks for a better lfe in the present and a better 
wortd in the Mu'e. We're stl young and smal with a long 
way to gow. BUt we believe that we can make a dffer-
ence. Ard that you con. too. Join us. 

0 Here's $15.00 for my first yea's associate member-
$hpdJes. 

D f)eose send me more Information on chapter and 
at-b'ge membership. 

D Enclosed is a contrbJtion of __ _ 

NaTie 

Street 
City State __ ....,7"...__ __ 

New American Movement 
3244 N. Clark Street 
Chicago, IL 60657 
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All the News 

Moving and Shaking 
NAM chapters in many cities will par-
ticipate in Abortion Rights Action Week, 
October 22-29. The week will be a series 
of events sponsored by local groups in 
over a hundred U.S. cities. Rallies, teach-
ins, forums and demonstrations will be 
among the activities. The week's theme 
is that those who support a woman's 
right to choose are a majority. Other is-
sues include repeal of the Hyde Amend-
ment, which denies Medi.caid funding 
for abortions, and an end to forced ster-
ilization. The week is sponsored by over 
50 organizations, including the Coali-
tion of Labor Union Women, Reproduc-
tive Rights National Network, National 
Alliance of Black Feminists and others 
... Members from many chapters will 
also take part in the National March for 
Gay and Lesbian Rights October 14 in 
Washington, D.C. A special "Freedom 
Train" will leave San Francisco a few 
days prior to the march and hold "whis-
tle-stop" rallies for gay liberation in 
train stations along the way ... Westside 
Neighbors, a community organization 
founded by Santa Cruz NAM, recently 
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photo by John Judis 

celebrated its first anniversary. The 
group used direct action tactics to get 
the local government to re-open the 
branch library and fund a Senior Health 
Service program in the neighborhood. 
. .. Santa Cruz NAM has doubled the 
number of NAM members on the local 
city council. The first member, Mike 
Rotkin, was elected through campaign 
efforts by the chapter, Westside Neigh-
bors, and others last spring. The chap-
ter promptly recruited Bruce Van Allen, 
a fellow socialist-feminist also just 
elected to the council. .. In Portland, Or-
egon, the Ratepayers' Union won an 
order forcing the state public utility com-
mission to withdraw an application by 
Pacific Power and Light for a 15 % rate 
increase. The group, started by Portland 
NAM, opposes nuclear power and fav-
ors rate reform, conversion to alterna-
tive energy sources and protecting jobs 
during the transition to renewable ener-
gy resources ... Missoula NAM, whose 
members took part in the successful 
1978 initiative campaign that curtailed 
nuclear power in Montana, is part of a 
new campaign for public power under 
the Big Sky. 

New Chapter 
A new chapter has formed in Orange 
County, California. Irvine NAM is a 
group of campus activists who have 
worked together to fight university in-
vestments in South Africa. They have 
also struggled against post Proposition 
13 cutbacks and for better health care 
for students. Welcome. 

Gay and Lesbian 
NAM has just published Working Pap-
ers on Gay and Lesbian Liberation, a 
collection of articles on gay and lesbian 
liberation and socialism. It includes 
"Lesbians and the Left" by Judy Mc-
Lean and "Culture and Politics" by 
Christine Riddiough. It is available for 
$1.00 from the national office. 

Resources 
There are two recent publications that 
will be of interest and assistance to every 
NAM chapter. Modern Times, one of 
the best left book stores in the country, 
is beginning a mail order operation that 
will enable chapters to keep their liter-
atures tables well-stocked and members 
to keep abreast of a wide range of con-
temporary and historical works on 
Marxism, feminism, black liberation, 
culture and much more. Their excellent 
catalog is available from Modem Times, 
3800 17th Street, San Francisco, CA 
94114. And for readers involved in com-
munity organizing, there's a new hand-
book designed to provide practical in-
formation on organizing strategy and 
tactics. Actions and Campaigns: Hand-
book # 3 draws on the experiences of 
ACORN and uses specific case studies 
to illustrate its approaches. It is avail-
able for $2.50 from The Institute, 628 
Barrone Street, New Oileans, LA 70113. 
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